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ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION  
 
The Institute for Social Development (ISD) a registered women organization operating in the 
state of Odisha has been extensively working on the issue of Gender based Violence since its 
inception in 1997.  
 
A journey that began in the year 1997 has been continuing since then in the development 
scenario with the vision to build violence free gender sensitive society with active participation 
of poorest of the poor women in decision making process.  

ISD stands committed to the issues of empowerment of women Children in Odisha. The primary 
area of involvement has been strengthening livelihood issues of women, her active participation 
in decision making process, besides working for the cause of human right issues in general. It 
has taken up issues like violence against women, domestic violence, trafficking, issues of Girl 
Child, Child Marriage, Witch Hunting, Acid attacks, Sexual harassment and has tried to create 
youth change maker who can ensure the sustainability of the initiative taken at the field level. 
 

VISION  
 

Violence-free gender sensitive social development with participation of the poorest of poor 
woman in decision-making process.  
 
MISSION  
 

To promote violence free life of women with dignity in the society and work towards 
empowerment of women and challenging social barriers for gender justice.  
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

 Establishing people’s organization for socio-economic development of the poor. 

 Raising people’s capacity through organizational and educational activities and 

awareness campaign. 

 Initiating income generating activities by mobilizing the locally available resources and 

imparting training. 

 Initiating various studied and researches to strengthen people’s knowledge. 

 Creating awareness about safeguarding the rights of women and other disadvantaged 

groups in the society. 

 Striving to bring attitudinal change both among men and women on issues of Gender 

equality. 

 Providing institutional services and implement programs to ensure proper rehabilitation 

of survivors of violence against women. 

 
OUR VALUES 
 

 Valuing every person 

 Commitment 

 Trust Excellence 
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Message from Director’s Desk 
 

Year 2020-2021 was a difficult and challenging year for us due to COVID- 19 pandemic. 

However, we believe that our success is predicated on our ability. With the turn of this 

year, it gives me immense pleasure to present the Annual Report of Institute for Social 

Development (ISD) for the year 2020-21 which provides a glimpse of what we did and 

achieved this year through our synergised effort. 

 

Violence against women continues to be at the core of ISD’S work. We have maintained 

and developed our position as the lead agency to addressing Violence against Women 

issues and continued our service to survivors of violence through Maadhyam Women 

Support Centre in collaboration with Commissionerate of Police Bhubaneswar- Cuttack 

and One Stop Centre (SAKHI) at SCB, Medical College and Hospital, Cuttack in 

partnership with Govt.of Odisha and supported by Ministry of Women and Child 

Development, Govt.of India.  

 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Ministry of Women and Child Development, 

Govt.of India, Oxfam India, Global Alliance against Traffic in Women (GAATW) Thailand, 

Friend of the Childrens of Orissa ( FOCO), NALCO Foundation, Khimiji Foundation, 

District administration, Cuttack and  Commissionerate of Police, Bhubaneswar- Cuttack 

for their Support.  

 

This crucial 24 years journey has been possible because of the warmth, affection and 

contribution of many friends - founder members, board members, staff and colleagues, 

partners, community women leaders and survivor groups, volunteers and interns. 

We would like to personally thank each one of you for your commitment, faith and 

friendship.  

 

We know there is still much to be done and while it has been a progressive and 

successful year, we are aware of the challenges that lie ahead, particularly in relation to 

sustainability. However, we recognize the vital role we play in creating positive chance on 

a daily basis for thousands of women and children who are experiencing violence and 

abuse and it is in this knowledge that we move forward with optimism and determination. 

 
We look forward to continued solidarity 
 
 

Subhashri Das 
Director 
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Message from the Chairperson 

 

Women empowerment refers to the creation of an environment for women 

where they can make their own decisions of their well being as well as for 

society. Many programs have been implemented and run by the NGOs in 

order to bring awareness in the society about the rights and value of the 

women. Still there is a high level of gender inequality where women are 

illtreated by the family members well as by the society, the real meaning of the 

women empowerment is to make their own decisions for their well-being.  

 

ISD over the last 24 years has established itself as an organization committed 

towards working for the empowerment of women and girls.  The organization 

has worked with multiple stakeholders: governmental bodies, media, private 

sector, international and national NGOs to create a platform and an 

understanding towards this marginalized and voiceless section of the society. 

 

This year’s report of ISD highlights some of the organisation’s initiatives during 

this year. The report also showcases the many ways in which we are working.   

 

We are immensely happy to share this annual report with you all. We will soon 

be completing 25years since our inception.  

 

We are very thankful to our donors for supporting us in our exploration. 

Without trusted support of our donors, we could not have been where we are. 

We are feel very privileged to have a committed board members and staffs.   

 

We look forward to continuous and evolving support from all of you in future.  

 

 

 

 

“The organization has 

worked with multiple 

stakeholders: 

governmental bodies, 

media, private sector, 

international and 

national NGOs to create 

a platform and an 

understanding towards 

this marginalized and 

voiceless section of the 

society” 

Nibedita Pattanayak 
Chairperson 

 



LEGAL STATUS OF THE ORGANISATION 

 

1 Name  of the Organization  Institute for Social Development (ISD) 

2  Contact Address  
Plot No- 95, Kanan Vihar, Phase –II,  Po- Patia, Bhubaneswar, 

PIN- 751031,Odisha ,India  

3 Phone 91-674-2726756, 91-9437005319, 91-9437018141 

4 E-mail isd_bbsr@rediffmail.com 

5 Website www.isdbbsr.org 

6 Contact Person Mrs. Subhashri Das, Director 

7 Legal Status  

Registered under the Societies Registration Act 1860. 

Registration No. 20,200/164  

Date of Registration - 17/01/1997 

Registered under Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, 1976  

Registration No-104830100  

Date of Registration - 20/6/ 2002 

Registered under section 12 (A)of the IT.ACT.1961 

Registration - No-32/2001-2002,  

Date of Registration – 22/11/2001 

Registered under 80 (G) of Income Tax Exemption  

Registration-No-ITO(TECH)/80G,178/10-11/2011-12  

Date of Registration- 5/7/2011 

8 PAN No AAATI2831D 

9 Bank Accounts details  

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank 

Branch : Satya Nagar 

Account No: 106001000006148 

IFSC Code: IOBA0001060 

10 
TAN 

( Tax Deduction Number ) 
BBNI00374D 

11 Auditor’s Details 

Sanjeeb Kumar and Associates 

Phone: 0674 – 2472770-71 

Email: esenden@live.in 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The target that ISD achieved this year sounds quite stupendous. This could be 

made possible only because it got significant support from a wide range of 

partners, donors, and other organizations. 

 

 

 

Oxfam India 

Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Women (GAATW) 

Friends of the Children of Odisha (FOCO) 

Ministry of Women and Child Development, Govt. of India 

District Social Welfare Office, Cuttack 

Director, Mental Health Institute, SCBMCH , Cuttack 

Center for Health and Social Justice (CHSJ), New Delhi 

Commissionerate of Police, Bhubaneswar- Cuttack 

Legal Service Institute (CLAP) , Cuttack 

NALCO Foundation 

State Bank of India, LHO,Bhubaneswar 

Khimiji Foundation, Bhubaneswar 

Where We Work 

OUR PARTNERS 

KEY SUPPORTERS 



 

Celebration of 24 years Foundation Day  

 
The Foundation Day is an annual celebration of ISD’s collective efforts. Every year 

on 17th January, the day on which ISD was formally established in 1997, the entire 

people of the organisation gather to celebrate their efforts and successes. This year, 

the same was celebrated in our office premises. This one-day function was 

participated by all staffs, well-wishers, Members and advisors.  

 

Acid Attack survivor Pramodini Roul and Saroj’s Wedding reception 

 

As a gesture of appreciation towards the courage of Odisha’s most inspired acid 

attack survivor Pramodini Roul and heroic young man Saroj Kumar, the philanthropic 

Khimji Foundation in partnership with 

Institute for Social Development (ISD) 

hosted the Wedding Reception of the duo. 

Pramodini and Saroj tied knot on 

1st March in Jagatsinghpur, her home 

town and followed by a formal wedding 

reception at a city hotel where Hon’ble 

Governor of Odisha, His Excellency 

Ganeshi Lal, School & Mass Education 

Minister, Samir Ranjan Dash attended the ceremony to bless the newlywed along 

with other notable dignitaries including. 

 

Pramodini had survived a deadly acid attack in 2009 when she was only 16 years 

old. Saroj and Pramodini met each other in 2014 in a hospital where Pramodini was 

admitted for her treatment and since then the courageous Saroj had been taking 

care of her. An innovative campaign had been launched by ISD to raise funds 

for acid attack survivors by STOP-A-THON . Ms.Pramodini Roul leads this campaign 

in Odisha. We also demand Government to take action against the illegal sale of 

Acids in Odisha state.  

Activities at a Glance 
2020-2021 



Sakhi- One Stop Centre completed 2 years 

  

Sakhi- One Stop Centre, Cuttack which is presently located at 3rd floor of Mental 

Health Institute, SCB Medical College and Hospital campus has completed 2 years. 

The centre aims to serve those women who are subjected to various kinds of 

violence. A total no. of 381 cases registered at Sakhi during last 2 years. In all these 

cases individual and joint meetings were held with the women or the other party 

(husband, in-laws, and relatives) to understand the situation and also provide the 

Socio legal counselling as an empowerment process. Apart from counselling 

alternative support services were provided to many of them like shelter, medical, 

free legal aid and livelihood. 

 

Maadhyam – Women Support Centre completed 7 years  

  

Commissionerate of Police Bhubaneswar and Cuttack in collaboration with ISD 

launched an innovative initiative in the year 2014 to address the issues of Gender 

Based Violence within the existing institutional space of Commissionerate of Police 

Bhubaneswar and Cuttack in the nomenclature of Maadhyam Women Support 

Center in the premises of Deputy Commissionerate of Police Bhubaneswar and 

Women Police Station, Cuttack.  

 



Maadhyam at Bhubaneswar and Cuttack has completed 6 years since its 

inauguration on 3rd of September, 2014. During this period the centre has 

addressed many important issues and the served the survivors of Gender Based 

Violence with a comprehensive package of services like counselling, legal aid and 

medical support. As a result around 3114 women who were survivors of Gender 

Based Violence successfully provided with different kind of services during the year 

2014-2021.  

 

Launching of Pre-marital Counselling Centre  

 
Taking into account the challenges of a modern society pertaining to matrimonial 

dispute such as case of false promise, fake marriage, and other form of disturbance 

in course of married life, for the first time in Odisha a Premarital Counseling Centre 

in the name of “Together Forever” was launched by ISD on 29th January 2021 , 

Lohia Academy, Unit-IX, Bhubaneswar .The sole purpose of this initiative is to 

prepare prospective couples and their family to enter into a sacrament which lasts 

for ever. Through this centre Various support services consisting of Counseling, 

Legal asisstance, Sexual behaviour counseling has been provided systematically to 

make sure that matrimonial life is safe and protected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DETAILS OF ACTIVITIES UNDER TAKEN DURING THE 

YEAR 2020-21 

 

Engaging People and Institutions for change (EPIC) 

 

This project was supported by Oxfam India. The activities of this project focused on 

mobilizing the communities youth groups (both Boys and Girls) around the issue of 

early marriage practices. The groups were trained on the ill effects of early marriage, 

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) and efforts were made to 

increase the access of education to girl students of the area of Tribal District 

Kandhamal and Rayagada.  

 
Geographically the project covered in the following areas 

 
State Districts Blocks Panchayat 

Odisha Rayagada Rayagada Chandili, Karlakona, Komtalpeta 

 Kandhamal  K.Nuagaon K.Nuagaon, Sritiguda, Mahasingi, Adimah 

 

Activities undertaken  
 

Our Focus is mobilizing the communities around the issue of early and forced 

marriage practices and gender-based violence. Due to Covid-19 pandemic all the 

activities were postponed up to July 2020. After that few activities were organized at 

field level following all Covid guidelines. These are : 

 

Training with youth groups (both Boys and Girls)  

 

During the training sessions the adolescent and young people could understand 

aspect of covid-19 and what are the 

precautions to be taken at this time. Beside this 

the discussion was held on social norms which 

are the main causes of VAWG and interplay of 

power. And the training module is itself more 

effective, interactive, and participatory for 

bringing change in the mindset of the groups. 

The training sessions were covered on 

following modules: 

 

 Asamaanta Ke Jadho Tak- To understand the causes and effects of gender 

inequality, violence against women and discrimination. 

 



 

 Meree Panchayat Ne Kaha- To assess the strengths and possibilities of 

community institutions and elders playing a role in violence prevention. 

 Saathee Sahayogi Sewaye- To build connections with the service providers on 

domestic violence and early forced marriage issues. 

 

 Rishtey Badal Rahe Hai- to enable 

participants to challenge and 

change the experiences of gender 

discrimination and violence against 

women. 

 

 Balika Vivah Rokege hum- to 

enable participants to put their 

knowledge into action by creating a 

community campaign and exhibition on prevention early marriage. 

 

 Gharelu Hinsa Mithak aur Sachayee -To enable participants to practice a 

community discussion on myths and realities related to wife beating. 

 

 Mere Gaon ka Thana- To profile violence against women and understand 

police responses in the area (village and/ or district) . 

 

 Media Kee Awaaz -To understand how and what the media reports on 

violence against women. 

 

 Radio Bajaile Zara-To assess participant learning’s on roles they can play in 

breaking social norms and preventing domestic violence and early marriage. 

 

 Geeto Kee Dhun Par- To 

understand how popular music 

from Hindi or regional films 

supports and perpetuates violence 

against women. 

 

 Court Kya Kehte Hai -To 

understand how the court 

functions on VAW cases. 

 

 Nayee Kahaniyo Ka Daur Challa-To enable participants to challenge and 

change the experiences of gender discrimination and violence against women 
 



Training with women and girls at community level 
 

Total 6nos. of training sessions was organized with women and girls in the 

intervention area of Rayagada and Kandhmal district.  

 

Topics covered during these training sessions 
 

 Hum Saath Saath Hai- To work as a team to create better impact on the 

society. 

 Main Sundar Hun- To understand the myths which are raised by society on 

beautifulness. 

 Gupchup Gupchup- To understand sexuality. 

 Kuch Main Kahun- The view of society whenever a domestic violence 

incidence happens and how women were given different reasons remain 

silent in day to day life. 

 Balika Vivah Pe Natak - To discuss among themselves. The issues were 

basically based on many reasons given by the society for child marriage 

 Main Kuch Kahun - To understand how to stay away from such discussion 

which can leads to Domestic Violence. 

 

Making of face masks - Strengthening livelihood security of women during 

lockdown 

 

Covid 19 pandemic led to lockdown in India as well as Odisha and was a period of 

stress and anxiety for everyone. Employment 

was hard to find and at the same time if 

employed to keep yourself safe from corona 

virus. Initially we found that during lockdown 

mask was in short supply and was of high 

cost. Mask was not available block level. 

Keeping this in mind it was decided that mask 

should be making locally. 12 women from 2 

intervention districts were came forward and showed their interest in making mask 

and sell it in their local areas. 

  

These masks are not only ensuring protection of 

people from Corona virus but also giving a means 

of livelihood for women in our intervention villages. 

Considering the current situation of the lockdown, 

this initiative has proved to be a livelihood 

opportunity to many women because the income 

flow from their major livelihoods portfolio was 

affected. Mask production was as an alternate 



livelihood option not only to support their family during the time of crisis but also to 

serve to the community as an active women member. 
 

Maadhyam Women Support Center 
 

Maadhyam Women Support Centre has been completed 7 years since its inception in 

the year 2014. To support the survivors of Domestic Violence, ISD running 

Maadhyam Women Support Centre in the premises of Deputy commissioner of police 

in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack for which the office premises is provided by 

Commissionerate of Police Bhubaneswar and Cuttack in the state of Odisha. Through 

this Centres ISD support women who are survivors of Gender Based Violence with a 

comprehensive package of services consisting of counselling, legal aid and advice, 

medical support, short term stay in Homes, vocational training and long term 

rehabilitation facility through employment opportunity for women who need 

assistance to overcome violence perpetrated against them. During this year a total 

of 4103 women coming to the centre. Out of 4103 a total 3114 cases registered in 

Maadhyam of both the centers Bhubaneswar and Cuttack for counselling. The case  

registration and reconciliation status of both the centres separately given below-  



One Stop Center ( SAKHI) 

 

One Stop Center ( SAKHI) to support an integrated support and assistance to 

women affected by violence, both in private and public spaces under one roof has 

been completed 2 years since its inauguration on 8 March 2019 . The centre has 

facilitated immediate, emergency and non - emergency access to a range of services 

including medical, legal, psychological and counselling support under one roof to 

fight against any forms of violence against women. The center space is provided by 

SCB Medical College and Hospital located at 3rd floor of Mental Health Institute, SCB 

Medical College and Hospital, Cuttack. The details case registration and reconciliation 

status of Sakhi given below: 

Months 
Apr 
20 

May 
20 

Jun 
20 

Jul 
20 

Aug 
20 

Sep 
20 

Oct 
20 

Nov 
20 

Dec 
20 

Jan 
21 

Feb 
21 

Mar 
21 

Total 

Case 
Registration 

12 26 18 13 24 28 11 14 16 17 12 27 218 

Reconciliation 
through 

Counseling 
- 2 4 1 5 8 3 4 2 2 - 12 43 

 

Awareness programme by One Stop Center - Sakhi  

 

Awareness programme play a major role in empowering women through sharing 

knowledge and helping women to take action. This year Sakhi organised a total no. 

of 16 programme in different location of Cuttack District. A good number of 

participants from various slum areas 

were participated in the programme. 

In this awareness meeting the 

participants were informed that 

Ministry of Women and child 

Development, Govt. of India has 

formulated a centrally sponsored One 

Stop Center scheme, popularly known 

as Sakhi to provide support and assistance to women affected by any kind of 

violence, both in private and public spaces.  

  

For this purpose a number of measures have been applied. It includes development 

of posters on various violence occurs on Women, booklet on laws relating to 

Domestic violence as well as leaflets on various themes. The materials for awareness 

were development using pictorial representation and demystified language for 

understanding of the community. In addition to it in slum locations a flex banner 



was displayed. The flex banner contained information about the phone numbers of 

the center to enable the survivors to reach with us easily in case of need. 

Towards Empowerment; Working with Adolescent Tribal Girls on Right to 

Health, Education and Information 

 

This is a project that works primarily with 8-17 year old girl students of 10 no. of 

residential Government Ashram schools in Khordha district of the eastern Indian 

state of Odisha. The girls come primarily 

from Santhal, Kandha and Munda tribes. 

They represent more than 12 districts of 

Odisha with a higher number from 

Mayurbhanj and Kandhamal.  

Due to Covid Pandemic for almost one 

and half years children were completely 

deprived from school education. All 

hostels closed down during this period. 

We tried our best to reach out with the girls but we realizes that majority of the girls 

do not have access to phones. The phone belong to a male family members who 

may be at work, sometimes may not even one picks up the phone. Looking at the 

situation our intervention started with Community children around the School. Our 

interventions rebuild a learning environment to generate hope and confidence 

among the community children.  

 It has been observed that there is a 

community interest increased towards our 

classes. Even in most of the cases their parents 

specially mothers accompanied their child to the 

class. 

 We found that some children are now 

able to build their capacity to read, write with 

understanding their subject.  

The Learning Center-“Bugin Ho” has started 

functioning at regular basis. Many Resource Persons were giving their valuable time 

with the students and also sharing their knowledge with them.  

In the year 2020, it was not possible for us to make progress due to Corona 

pandemic. Although we tried our best to reach out with the girls.   

 We found tremendous enthusiasm among the girls.  

 All girls follow healthy and hygienic habits 



 All girls are focusing on their studies  

 We are also able to identify special aptitudes and interests in the girls  

 Skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing has become stronger 

 More girls from the schools where we work 

have continued their education beyond 

class 7th.  

 Large number of girls attended the 

weekend programme 

 Awareness on personal health care and 

School Sanitation among Matrons has been 

done effectively. 

 The weekend session was provided for 

girls to know about the issues of adolescence, which helped them to relate 

their issues. In these sessions they asked many questions to the facilitators 

without being shy because answering persons are their teachers. They 

clarified their doubts and problems which they are facing. 

Rakshyak and Punarjivan 

 

The project ‘Rakshyak’ will work in Bhubaneswar, Khurda Road and Berhmapur 
Railway Stations. It will rescue and provide resettlements of the children, who are 
lost, abandoned or have run away from their homes. Family is the best place for a 

child’s overall growth and development. Hence, 
the primary task after rescuing a child is to locate 
& contact his/her family followed by 
comprehensive analysis of the real reasons 
behind running away or missing. And in 
collaboration with the Govt. bodies project 
‘Rakshyak’ will put all efforts to reunite the 
children with their families. Under the project 
‘Rakshyak’, the outreach workers / field workers 
find the vulnerable children on the station 

platforms during their patrol around the platform and rescue the newly landed / 
missing or abandoned children. Under this, meetings with stakeholders like Railway 
staff, Contractual staff, Shopkeepers, Hotel Staff organized towards child’s safety 
and rights. 
 

Under project ‘Punarjivan’ the children who are repeatedly run away from home or 

disobey parents (categorized under Family connected Hard Behaviour Children), or 

children leading platform/streetlife (categorized under Street connected Hard 

Behaviour Children), or children who have dropped out of school under various 

circumstances will be selected and put into 3 weeks and 4 weeks module 

respectively. 

 



Covid19 Pandemic Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Governing Body Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IEC Materials 







 

Contact Details 

Institute for Social Development (ISD) 
95, Phase II, Kanan Vihar, Po: Patia, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India, Pin: 751031 

Phone: 91-674-27265756, 91-9437018141 

E Mail : isd_bbsr@rediffmail.com , to@isdbbsr.org 

Website: www.isdbbsr.org 


